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Wise and Aspley entered on the Register a book en-
tided 'the second parte of the history of Kinge Henry
the iiijth'. And one has only to imagine the bishops*
reader, who may have been the man who got into
trouble over The First Part, perusing the manuscript
to find a satisfactory explanation of the mutilations it
sustained.   As Schucking notes, no fewer than five of
the eight passages deleted 'mention King Richard II
and his tragic fate*, while some might well appear to
reflect upon the recent trial, and others again, which
deal with the rebel archbishop, would naturally seem,
most undesirable to a clerical reader.   Hart, indeed,
may be correct in detecting here a suspected parallel
with Oviedo,  bishop of Dublin, who was in arms
against Elizabeth in 1600. In one cut alone, the first,
is it difficult for a modern eye to see dangerous matter;
but, as  Shaaber remarks, 'political allusions hidden
from us may have been scented* by a nervous con-
temporary (op. cit. p. 492). In the absence of a better
hypothesis, which seems unlikely to be found, the
eight cuts may thus be set down, with some confidence,
to  the  political circumstances of the time of g.'s
publication.

(iii) The omission of 3. 19 and the suppression of f$>.
Hart goes further than this and attributes also to the
censorship the interesting bibliographical fact that Q.
exists in two issues, from one of which the first scene
of act 3 is absent. Had the omission occurred in the
later issue, there might be something to say for his
theory. But in point of fact it is the earlier issue which
lacks the scene, while an examination of the kter one
shows that the printers have gone to much trouble to
insert the missing scene into an already printed book;
being compelled both to cancel a couple of leaves in
Sig. E in order to work in the new scene and of course
to reset1 what they had cancelled, while it was lucky
1 The variants of this resetting, labelled Qb in my Notes,
have of course no authority. These should of course be